
TD/Minister Party Constituency Response to Q1 Response to Q2 Comment

Do you want to see a border poll in Northern Ireland during this government's term? If such a vote was passed, would you support reunification if a vote was held in the Republic of Ireland?
Mick Barry AAA-PBP Cork North-Central No No The Anti-Austerity Alliance TDs are opposed to the calls for a border poll. A border poll would be nothing more than a sectarian headcount and would resolve nothing. A binary referendum is not a basis to reconcile the two communities, with their opposing national identities and aspirations. It would serve only to heighten tensions and pit Catholic and Protestant workers and young people against each other. The ‘losing side’ would not stoically accept its fate. Such a poll would only deepen divisions and stoke the flames of sectarian conflict. The AAA TDs, alongside socialist and trade union activists in the North, would actively campaign for a boycott of this vote. We recognise that a majority of Catholics in the North aspire towards Irish unity, at least at some point in the future, for cultural reasons and because of the history of discrimination and oppression within the Northern state. We also recognise that most Protestants support the maintenance of the Union with GB for cultural reasons and because they fear becoming a vulnerable minority within a capitalist united Ireland, a legitimate concern which was reinforced by the experience of the IRA’s armed campaign. These fears and aspirations are continually preyed upon and manipulated by the sectarian parties and paramilitaries in both communities to suit their own narrow interests. Neither community has the right to coerce the other into a state they do not want to be part of on the basis of a simple majority vote. The current situation is not a solution but a border poll will not provide a solution either. No solution can be found while forces with a vested interest in maintaining sectarian division – whether the Green and Orange parties or British capitalism – continue to dominate. Only by building a new movement which unites Protestant and Catholic workers and youth around their common interests and in opposition to the political establishment can we begin to break down the sectarian barriers between our communities. On this basis, The AAA TDs favour a socialist solution to the national problem on this island where the rights of both Catholics and Protestants are guaranteed.
Gino Kenny AAA-PBP Dublin Mid-West Yes Yes I'd like to see a united Ireland. In order for that to happen there has to be a consensus in the six counties. A border poll has been mooted many times over the last 20/30 years, a focus is on it against after the Brexit vote. I'm not against it, it depends on how it's done. It's about timing, I'm not sure it would pass, probably not based on polls. People Before Profit is a 32-county party.
Bríd Smith AAA-PBP Dublin South-Central No Yes I think a border poll at this time would be divisive. I don't think this issue has been properly debated. We have a lot of reform to do before we look attractive to Northern Ireland. I am in favour of a united Ireland, but it depends on how it was was represented, what kind of united Ireland. 
Paul Murphy AAA-PBP Dublin South-West No No The Anti-Austerity Alliance TDs are opposed to the calls for a border poll. A border poll would be nothing more than a sectarian headcount and would resolve nothing. A binary referendum is not a basis to reconcile the two communities, with their opposing national identities and aspirations. It would serve only to heighten tensions and pit Catholic and Protestant workers and young people against each other. The ‘losing side’ would not stoically accept its fate. Such a poll would only deepen divisions and stoke the flames of sectarian conflict. The AAA TDs, alongside socialist and trade union activists in the North, would actively campaign for a boycott of this vote. We recognise that a majority of Catholics in the North aspire towards Irish unity, at least at some point in the future, for cultural reasons and because of the history of discrimination and oppression within the Northern state. We also recognise that most Protestants support the maintenance of the Union with GB for cultural reasons and because they fear becoming a vulnerable minority within a capitalist united Ireland, a legitimate concern which was reinforced by the experience of the IRA’s armed campaign. These fears and aspirations are continually preyed upon and manipulated by the sectarian parties and paramilitaries in both communities to suit their own narrow interests. Neither community has the right to coerce the other into a state they do not want to be part of on the basis of a simple majority vote. The current situation is not a solution but a border poll will not provide a solution either. No solution can be found while forces with a vested interest in maintaining sectarian division – whether the Green and Orange parties or British capitalism – continue to dominate. Only by building a new movement which unites Protestant and Catholic workers and youth around their common interests and in opposition to the political establishment can we begin to break down the sectarian barriers between our communities. On this basis, The AAA TDs favour a socialist solution to the national problem on this island where the rights of both Catholics and Protestants are guaranteed.
Ruth Coppinger AAA-PBP Dublin West No No The Anti-Austerity Alliance TDs are opposed to the calls for a border poll. A border poll would be nothing more than a sectarian headcount and would resolve nothing. A binary referendum is not a basis to reconcile the two communities, with their opposing national identities and aspirations. It would serve only to heighten tensions and pit Catholic and Protestant workers and young people against each other. The ‘losing side’ would not stoically accept its fate. Such a poll would only deepen divisions and stoke the flames of sectarian conflict. The AAA TDs, alongside socialist and trade union activists in the North, would actively campaign for a boycott of this vote. We recognise that a majority of Catholics in the North aspire towards Irish unity, at least at some point in the future, for cultural reasons and because of the history of discrimination and oppression within the Northern state. We also recognise that most Protestants support the maintenance of the Union with GB for cultural reasons and because they fear becoming a vulnerable minority within a capitalist united Ireland, a legitimate concern which was reinforced by the experience of the IRA’s armed campaign. These fears and aspirations are continually preyed upon and manipulated by the sectarian parties and paramilitaries in both communities to suit their own narrow interests. Neither community has the right to coerce the other into a state they do not want to be part of on the basis of a simple majority vote. The current situation is not a solution but a border poll will not provide a solution either. No solution can be found while forces with a vested interest in maintaining sectarian division – whether the Green and Orange parties or British capitalism – continue to dominate. Only by building a new movement which unites Protestant and Catholic workers and youth around their common interests and in opposition to the political establishment can we begin to break down the sectarian barriers between our communities. On this basis, The AAA TDs favour a socialist solution to the national problem on this island where the rights of both Catholics and Protestants are guaranteed.
Richard Boyd Barrett AAA-PBP Dún Laoghaire Yes Yes We would support a border poll, another question is whether or not it would pass.
Brendan Smith Fianna Fáil Cavan-Monaghan Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Niamh Smyth Fianna Fáil Cavan-Monaghan No Yes We don't believe a Border Poll is needed within the lifetime of this Government. It is too premature. While Brexit has certainly focused the minds of many people, north and south, on a re-united Ireland, a Border Poll is not what is needed now. Fianna Fáil's policy has always been for a re-united Ireland. However, this can only be achieved through consensus and respect for all communities and traditions on this island. This process only truly began following the Good Friday Agreement. Fianna Fáil is a republican party and supports an united Ireland. The GFA provides a constitutional pathway to achieve this with consent of all people on the island.
Timmy Dooley Fianna Fáil Clare No Yes I'd love to get to the point where there is a border poll and there's a chance of it succeeding. At the moment it would be a distraction. A lot of issues need to be addressed because of the Brexit vote. There is no chance of it passing, it would be a sideshow. I absolutely want to see a united Ireland, but a border poll in lifetime of this government will not be successful. We should be encouraging people to work together to deal with the fallout of Brexit. When people in the North see the long-term implications of Brexit, there is a much better chance of the majority deciding to move towards a Dublin government. Five years out, there is real potential of it passing. There will be a economic benefit to the six counties of joining the Republic. Britain will be isolated. It's clear the union is under threat of break-up, Scotland may vote to become independent. 
Kevin O'Keeffe Fianna Fáil Cork East Yes Yes As a republican I would support such a poll whenever it would be due to take place. A united Ireland is something that has the potential to prosper economically socially and culturally and as a member of Fianna Fáil the Republican Party I would support any such move.
Michael Moynihan Fianna Fáil Cork North-West No Yes We don't believe a Border Poll is needed within the lifetime of this Government. It is too premature. While Brexit has certainly focused the minds of many people, north and south, on a re-united Ireland, a Border Poll is not what is needed now. Fianna Fáil's policy has always been for a re-united Ireland. However, this can only be achieved through consensus and respect for all communities and traditions on this island. This process only truly began following the Good Friday Agreement.
Micheál Martin Fianna Fáil Cork South-Central No Other Fianna Fáil is absolutely committed to the reunification of Ireland and has been since its foundation.  While in Government we were central to the Good Friday Negotiations, in which we negotiated and agreed the mechanism for a border poll.  However, the holding of such a border poll is the end point of a process, where a majority of people in the North have been convinced on the case for withdrawing from the UK. There is no evidence that this shift in public opinion has taken place and indeed the manner in which this immediate border poll has been suggested is likely to have further damaged the prospects of success of any such poll. What Fianna Fáil is doing, and what all political parties should be doing now is  to recognise the immense challenge presented by Brexit and work hard at home and abroad to help mitigate the worst impacts of this decision for Northern Ireland. It is through such constructive activity, rather than through unilateral demands for border polls, that we can begin to convince neighbours from the unionist community that their best interests are served in an all-Ireland context.
Michael McGrath Fianna Fáil Cork South-Central Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Margaret Murphy O’Mahony Fianna Fáil Cork South-West No Yes We don't believe a Border Poll is needed within the lifetime of this Government. It is too premature. While Brexit has certainly focused the minds of many people, north and south, on a re-united Ireland, a Border Poll is not what is needed now. Fianna Fáil's policy has always been for a re-united Ireland. However, this can only be achieved through consensus and respect for all communities and traditions on this island. This process only truly began following the Good Friday Agreement.
Seán Haughey Fianna Fáil Dublin Bay North Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Jim O'Callaghan Fianna Fáil Dublin Bay South No Yes Even though I believe partition was a sectarian solution to a political problem, I believe a border poll during this government's term would be inadvisable. Irish unity will only be achieved when we can bring together the different traditions on this island. At present, 1 million unionists in Northern Ireland are opposed to and distrustful of Irish unity. The main reason for their current distrust is the violence in Northern Ireland carried out by the provisional IRA for 25 years. They viewed this as a sectarian campaign against their community. Their distrust of Irish republicanism is similar to the distrust that Republicans have of the British security services who colluded in the killing of many nationalists and republicans. It will take time for the wounds in both communities to heal. A border poll in the next year or so will be extremely divisive. It will simply harden opinions and force people into sectarian groupings. It will probably result in sectarian violence. Northern Ireland was established as a sectarian state, with wide-spread discrimination against Catholics. That has now ended - not because of the IRA's campaign of violence - but because of the civil rights campaign and the unacceptability of discrimination. We should not, however, repeat the mistakes of the past and keep viewing the North as an entity made up of two irreconcilable groups. Bonds and bridges between the two communities must be further built. When those bonds are strong, the unionist population will recognise that a new Ireland, encompassing all the people of the island, is a promising and non-threatening prospect. All parties on the island now accept that unity is a decision for the people of Northern Ireland. In a less sectarian climate a border poll can occur but politicians have a responsibility to ensure that the current peace is not threatened. A border poll in the next few years would, in my opinion, destabilise the current peace in the North. The recent vote on Brexit in Northern Ireland shows that unionists are prepared to see the benefits of remaining part of a union with the South, rather than a small union with an inward looking and self-interested England. Calls by Sinn Féin for an immediate border poll undermine the significance of this change in unionism. Such tactless calls are counter-productive to securing Irish unity.
John Curran Fianna Fáil Dublin Mid-West No Yes
John Lahart Fianna Fáil Dublin South-West Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Jack Chambers Fianna Fáil Dublin West No Yes Fianna Fáil does not believe a Border Poll is needed within the lifetime of this government. It's too premature. While Brexit has certainly focused the minds of many people, north and south, on a re-united Ireland, a Border Poll is not what is needed now. Fianna Fáil's policy has always been for a re-united Ireland. However, this can only be achieved through consensus and respect for all communities and traditions on this island. This process only truly began following the Good Friday Agreement
Anne Rabbitte Fianna Fáil Galway East Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Éamon Ó Cuív Fianna Fáil Galway West Didn't answer Didn't answer 
John Brassil Fianna Fáil Kerry No Yes We don't believe a Border Poll is needed within the lifetime of this Government. It is too premature. While Brexit has certainly focused the minds of many people, north and south, on a re-united Ireland, a Border Poll is not what is needed now. Fianna Fáil's policy has always been for a re-united Ireland. However, this can only be achieved through consensus and respect for all communities and traditions on this island. This process only truly began following the Good Friday Agreement.
Seán O'Fearghaíl Fianna Fáil Kildare South Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Fiona O'Loughlin Fianna Fáil Kildare South Yes Yes As a member of Fianna Fáil, the republic party, a united Ireland is an aspiration. The problems that Brexit is going to cause with one part of the country being in the EU and the other not. [A united Ireland] is an aspiration to work towards. 
Willie O'Dea Fianna Fáil Limerick City Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Robert Troy Fianna Fáil Longford-Westmeath Other Yes I can't answer in a yes or no, it's up to the people of Northern Ireland if they want it. 
Barry Cowen Fianna Fáil Fianna Fáil No Yes We don't believe a Border Poll is needed within the lifetime of this Government. It is too premature. While Brexit has certainly focused the minds of many people, north and south, on a re-united Ireland, a Border Poll is not what is needed now. Fianna Fáil's policy has always been for a re-united Ireland. However, this can only be achieved through consensus and respect for all communities and traditions on this island. This process only truly began following the Good Friday Agreement.
Pat 'The Cope' Gallagher Fianna Fáíl Donegal Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Charlie McConalogue Fianna Fáíl Donegal Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Bobby Aylward Fianna Fáil Carlow-Kilkenny No Yes We don't believe a Border Poll is needed within the lifetime of this Government. It is too premature. While Brexit has certainly focused the minds of many people, north and south, on a re-united Ireland, a Border Poll is not what is needed now. Fianna Fáil's policy has always been for a re-united Ireland. However, this can only be achieved through consensus and respect for all communities and traditions on this island. This process only truly began following the Good Friday Agreement.
John McGuinness Fianna Fáil Carlow-Kilkenny Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Billy Kelleher Fianna Fáil Cork North-Central Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Darragh O'Brien Fianna Fáil Dublin Fingal No Yes We don't believe a Border Poll is needed within the lifetime of this Government. It is too premature. While Brexit has certainly focused the minds of many people, north and south, on a re-united Ireland, a Border Poll is not what is needed now. Fianna Fáil's policy has always been for a re-united Ireland. However, this can only be achieved through consensus and respect for all communities and traditions on this island. This process only truly began following the Good Friday Agreement.
James Lawless Fianna Fáil Kildare North No Yes A border poll now would be premature. The Good Friday Agreement says a border poll should be conducted when there is clear support for it from all stakeholders. Holding a border poll now that would very likely fail would be foolhardy and could risk long term damage to the reunification project. Post-Brexit, work has to increase to forge strong and ongoing relationships all across the island including the necessity of maintaining an open border. A knee-jerk opportunist response now is not helpful long-term. Reunification of our country is one of Fianna Fáil's primary goals as enshrined in the party's corú and rialacha. It is also a personal political priority of mine and one of the reasons I got involved in politics in the first place. I firmly believe that the Brexit vote will inevitably lead to arealignment of these islands as Northern Ireland and Scotland see the benefits of continued European membership and voted to remain which may well trigger the breakup of the union. We all should now be laying the groundwork for eventual Irish unification as well as supporting our Celtic cousins in Scotland in their drive for independence and continued European union membership.
Frank O'Rourke Fianna Fáil Kildare North No Other I don't think a border poll would achieve anything. It would be a distraction. I'd have to look at the will of the people and what it would achieve. 
Seán Fleming Fianna Fáil Laois Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Niall Collins Fianna Fáil Limerick County Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Declan Breathnach Fianna Fáil Louth Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Dara Calleary Fianna Fáil Mayo Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Lisa Chambers Fianna Fáil Mayo Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Thomas Byrne Fianna Fáil Meath East Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Shane Cassells Fianna Fáil Meath West Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Eugene Murphy Fianna Fáil Roscommon-Galway No Yes We don't believe a Border Poll is needed within the lifetime of this government. It is too premature. While Brexit has certainly focused the minds of many people, north and south, on a re-united Ireland, a Border Poll is not what is needed now. A re-united Ireland has always been Fianna Fáils policy, however I would not want this to be achieved except thorough a consensus and agreement of all communities and traditions in Ireland. The Good Friday Agreement has gone a long way to ensure that open and clear communication is the way forward. 
Marc MacSharry Fianna Fáil Sligo-Leitrim Yes Yes I'd like to see a United Ireland. That's the ultimate political dream.
Eamon Scanlon Fianna Fáil Sligo-Leitrim Yes Yes
Jackie Cahill Fianna Fáil Tipperary No Yes I'd be afraid the mood wouldn't be there, it would be rushing things. I'd love to see it happen. Reunification would be a big step forward for the country. 
Mary Butler Fianna Fáil Waterford Didn't answer Didn't answer 
James Browne Fianna Fáil Wexford Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Pat Casey Fianna Fáil Wicklow Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Aindrias Moynihan Fiannna Fáil Cork North-West Yes Yes
Heather Humphreys Fine Gael Cavan-Monaghan No Other It is my view that the question of a united Ireland must be dealt with through the Good Friday Agreement and I do not think that now is the right time for a border poll.
David Stanton Fine Gael Cork East Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Dara Murphy Fine Gael Cork North-Central Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Michael Creed Fine Gael Cork North-West Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Jim Daly Fine Gael Cork South-West Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Joe McHugh Fine Gael Donegal Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Richard Bruton Fine Gael Dublin Bay North Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Eoghan Murphy Fine Gael Dublin Bay South Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Kate O'Connell Fine Gael Dublin Bay South Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Alan Farrell Fine Gael Dublin Fingal Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Frances Fitzgerald Fine Gael Dublin Mid-West Other Other As co-guarantor of the Good Friday Agreement, the Government is committed fully to supporting its provisions. That Agreement addresses the question of a united Ireland. The Tánaiste fully supports the provisions of the Good Friday Agreement and its successor Agreements in this regard. If, in the future, the people North and South decide by referendum that there should be a united Ireland then that opportunity should be available to them. The Government will continue to work to ensure that there is full protection for the provisions of the Good Friday Agreement, which is a binding, international agreement, in the context of the forthcoming negotiations between the EU and the UK on the future relationship.
Noel Rock Fine Gael Dublin North-West Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Josepha Madigan Fine Gael Dublin Rathdown No Yes There is no evidence that a border poll in Northern Poll would result in a change to the status quo. In fact, the evidence points to the current arrangement, of devolved government based in Stormont, as being the preferred option for most people in Northern Ireland. The peace process, which is hugely important for people living both north and south of the border, is underpinned by the constitutional arrangement established by the Good Friday Agreement. A border poll could undermine this, likely proving highly divisive and polarising, reigniting old tensions we thought quelled. Without evidence of popular support for unification within Northern Ireland, a border poll would be destabilising and entail a significant risk for the peace process. If evidence of a major change in public opinion in Northern Ireland emerges, I would reconsider this matter. But as things stand, I do not believe that a border poll should be held. The self determination of the people of Ireland, both north and south of the border, is central to this question. This is envisioned under the peace process, as established by the Good Friday Agreement. If the people of both the Republic and Northern Ireland vote for the unification of Ireland under a single state, that democratic mandate must be fulfilled.
Catherine Byrne Fine Gael Dublin South-Central Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Colm Brophy Fine Gael Dublin South-West Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Leo Varadkar Fine Gael Dublin West No Other I believe there will be a united Ireland within my lifetime. However, I know  that now this is not the time for a border poll. It would be unsuccessful and divisive and could undermine relations between the two communities in the North. We need to achieve a unity of purpose first of all.
Seán Barrett Fine Gael Dún Laoghaire Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Maria Bailey Fine Gael Dún Laoghaire Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Mary Mitchell O'Connor Fine Gael Dún Laoghaire Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Ciarán Cannon Fine Gael Galway East No Yes
Seán Kyne Fine Gael Galway West Yes Other I would not have any objections to a border poll. However, to the best of my knowledge, this issue has not been raised with me by anyone over the past number of years. A referendum would have to be held in both jurisdictions of the island of Ireland. The merging of Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland would have clear benefits but a good deal of work would need to be carried out. The North - South Ministerial council, of which regular meetings are held on a variety of issues, is evidence that a good working relationship already exists and could help.
Hildegarde Naughton Fine Gael Galway West Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Brendan Griffin Fine Gael Kerry Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Bernard Durkan Fine Gael Kildare North No Other This question is premature and at this time not relevant. The important issue is that every effort is made to ensure that the North and South of Ireland are adequately and fully provided for in the aftermath of Brexit.
Martin Heydon Fine Gael Kildare South Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Charlie Flanagan Fine Gael Laois No Other In 1998 the Good Friday Agreement was endorsed by majorities on this island, North and South. Among its key provisions is the principle of consent with regard to the constitutional status of Northern Ireland.  I do not believe that sufficient support exists at present for a border poll that would result in constitutional change. Such a poll at this time might only increase uncertainty and division at an already difficult and sensitive time in the aftermath of the UK referendum on EU membership. I have already made clear that the future option of a border poll, and change in constitutional status as part of the totality of the Good Friday Agreement, will be upheld regardless of the UK’s status within the EU.
Michael Noonan Fine Gael Limerick City Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Tom Neville Fine Gael Limerick County Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Patrick O'Donovan Fine Gael Limerick County Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Peter Burke Fine Gael Longford-Westmeath No Yes It is too soon and would be extremely politically divisive. At present, there is no evidence of a majority wanting to join the Republic. People have a right to their opinion but discussions of border poll in the short-term future are premature. If a poll was to be held, the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland must judge it likely that a majority of the electorate would opt for a united Ireland. At present, there is no evidence to suggest that such an outcome would occur. If those resident in the both the north and the south wanted reunification then I would support it.
Peter Fitzpatrick Fine Gael Louth Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Fergus O'Dowd Fine Gael Louth Yes Yes I would support if it it had a chance of success, but it would depend on Brexit and other issues. 
Regina Doherty Fine Gael Meath East Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Helen McEntee Fine Gael Meath East Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Damien English Fine Gael Meath West Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Marcella Corcoran Kennedy Fine Gael Fine Gael Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Tony McLoughlin Fine Gael Sligo-Leitrim Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Michael D'Arcy Fine Gael Wexford No Yes
Paul Kehoe Fine Gael Wexford Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Andrew Doyle Fine Gael Wicklow Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Simon Harris Fine Gael Wicklow Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Pat Deering Fine Gael Carlow-Kilkenny Didn't answer Didn't answer 
John Paul Phelan Fine Gael Carlow-Kilkenny No Yes I would like to see a united Ireland, but we should wait to have a vote until there's a reasonable prospect of success. It's too premature now.
Pat Breen Fine Gael Clare Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Joe Carey Fine Gael Clare Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Simon Coveney Fine Gael Cork South-Central Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Paschal Donohoe Fine Gael Dublin Central Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Enda Kenny Fine Gael Mayo No Other We have made it perfectly clear that the question of a united Ireland is contained in the Good Friday Agreement, which I support fully, and of which I, as Head of Government, am a co-guarantor with the British Government. The Good Friday Agreement and its successor agreements contain a very clear measure to the effect that if people north and south of the Border decide by referendum that there should be a united Ireland, they should have that opportunity. We support this measure. This measure must be part of a continued guarantee of the negotiations that will take place between the European Union and on our future relationship with the United Kingdom. Does this mean that a Border poll is imminent? No, it does not. Does it mean that the Government is calling for a Border poll now? No, it does not. Does it mean that the Government is looking at the longer term as to what the people in Northern Ireland and the Republic might do in accordance with the Good Friday Agreement? We will guarantee that right and opportunity is protected in the language of the future negotiations. This is an international, legally-binding agreement of which the Republic is co-guarantor and it will be followed through on fully. That time is not now.
Michael Ring Fine Gael Mayo Didn't answer Didn't answer 
John Deasy Fine Gael Waterford Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Eamon Ryan Green Party Dublin Bay South No Yes The Green Party would only like to see a border poll in Northern Ireland when the time is right, which is not the case as it currently stands.
Catherine Martin Green Party Dublin Rathdown No Yes One of the outcomes of the Brexit referendum was the immediate call by some for a border poll - firstly I should state that I would love to see a united Ireland by peaceful means. I was born and reared in a border town - I know first hand how destructive and divisive borders can be- we do not want to see the return of physical borders.But much more work is needed to remove in many respects an even more important debilitating border, namely the psychological borders caused by deep hurt, pain, suffering and loss which is still extremely palatable and present for many in both communities. So much more work, often low profile work must first be done to build up trust and mutual respect. Surely at this stage, after all that the people, north and south, have been through in the troubles, we should accept the one overriding principle that reconciliation, mutual respect, tolerance, consultation and inclusivity must be front and centre. Reconciliation and ultimately the goal of a united Ireland means bringing people together, all the time building trust not coming up with snap, unilateral proposals which exclude instead of include, and which instil fear instead of instilling much needed trust and confidence. It is my opinion that a border poll should not be rushed as that would alienate and would prove divisive running the risk of turning the poll into a sectarian headcount and going on then to proceeding to lose the vote, as inevitably would happen, would be a serious setback for the goal of achieving a united Ireland for a generation. Yes I would like to see a border poll take place some day but only if it had a realistic chance of being successful and that is not the case at present as the unionist community is to say at the very least certainly not enthused by it – to have a poll knowing in all likelihood that it is going to fail is a retrograde step.
Denis Naughten Independent Roscommon-Galway No Yes The Good Friday Agreement will be followed through by this Government of which I am a member, and as the Taoiseach has stated in the Dail, we are not now calling for a border poll. The Good Friday Agreement and its successor agreements is clear that if people north and south of the Border decide by referendum that there should be a united Ireland, they should have that opportunity. I support this measure.
Michael Harty Independent Clare Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Michael Collins Independent Cork South-West Yes Yes



Thomas Pringle Independent Donegal Yes Other We should start the process and have regular polls as required. I would support reunification without a poll in the south. I don't believe we would need one but if necessary go ahead and have one. A border poll if held should be held on both sides of the border anyway, it does not only affect the six counties.
Maureen O'Sullivan Independent Dublin Central Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Katherine Zappone Independent Dublin South-West Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Catherine Connolly Independent Galway West Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Noel Grealish Independent Galway West Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Michael Healy-Rae Independent Kerry Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Danny Healy-Rae Independent Kerry Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Michael Lowry Independent Tipperary Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Mattie McGrath Independent Tipperary Yes Yes I would support the idea of a Border Poll. As a political proposition there would appear to be little to fear in subjecting the issue to a democratic vote. Consensus is a key principle of the post Good Friday politics. If the proposition was put in line with the provisions of that Agreement then it might provide a measure of clarity that would be helpful in an environment that is increasingly uncertain post-Brexit. For similar reasons to those provided in answer to Question 1 regarding democratic consensus, but also because as a Republican I would argue that the case for Irish unity can and should be made with every means at our disposal that does not include having recourse to violence.
Stephen Donnelly Independent Wicklow Didn't answer Didn't answer Wicklow Stephen DonnellySocial Democrat Wicklow Stephen DonnellySocial Democrat Wicklow Stephen DonnellySocial Democrat Wicklow Stephen DonnellySocial Democrat Wicklow
Finian McGrath Independent Alliance Dublin Bay North Yes Yes
Shane Ross Independent Alliance Dublin Rathdown Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Seán Canney Independent Alliance Galway East Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Michael Fitzmaurice Independent Alliance Roscommon-Galway Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Kevin 'Boxer' Moran Independent Alliance Longford-Westmeath Didn't answer Didn't answer 
John Halligan Independent Alliance Waterford Yes Yes Yes, but only with the consent of both governments and the people.
Tommy Broughan Independents 4 Change Dublin Bay North Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Clare Daly Independents4Change Dublin Fingal Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Joan Collins Independents4Change Dublin South-Central Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Mick Wallace Independents4Change Wexford Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Seán Sherlock Labour Cork East Other Other I support unification. I am a republican. But if I say that I don't support a border poll at this point that can colour any perception of my position in terms of reunification. The idea of a border poll now, should it happen and not succeed, could actually put the cause of reunification on the back foot for even longer. There is a nuance to this. This is just one perspective.
Joan Burton Labour Dublin West Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Jan O'Sullivan Labour Limerick City Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Willie Penrose Labour Longford-Westmeath Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Alan Kelly Labour Tipperary Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Brendan Howlin Labour Wexford No Yes It is the view of the Labour Party that reunification of the island of Ireland must be our ambition, but we recognise the principle of consent that underpins the ongoing peaceful settlement in Northern Ireland. Under the terms of the Good Friday Agreement, the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland is empowered to determine the date on which a referendum on reunification of the island may take place, but only in circumstances where it appears that a majority are likely to favour such an outcome. We do not believe that is likely to be the case during the lifetime of this government. We support the reunification of the island of Ireland. In the unlikely event that a referendum is held in Northern Ireland, and that the people of the North vote for reunification, the Labour Party would campaign in support of this proposal in the Republic.
Brendan Ryan Labour Dublin Fingal Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Kathleen Funchion Sinn Féin Carlow-Kilkenny Yes Yes
Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin Sinn Féin Cavan-Monaghan Yes Yes
Pat Buckley Sinn Féin Cork East Yes Yes Under the Good Friday Agreement there is a provision for holding a border poll on Irish reunification. The Irish people north and south voted overwhelmingly in support of this agreement and this provision and support for the peace process has only grown and become stronger in the intervening 18 years. Society in the north and south has changed considerably in that time. Most recently the Brexit vote has shown that there is a need for a new more democratic setup which allows the wishes of the people of the north to be respected and valued instead of being dictated to by Westminister. There is also growing evidence to shown that ending partition would be not just a major social and political benefit for all the people of Ireland but also a move which would stimulate considerable economic growth and improved services. 
Jonathan O'Brien Sinn Féin Cork North-Central Yes Yes
Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire Sinn Féin Cork South-Central Yes Yes
Pearse Doherty Sinn Féin Donegal Yes Yes A Border Poll and its mechanism is a core part of the Good Friday Agreement which was overwhelmingly accepted by the Irish people. It is time to have the debate and the poll. I am confident this debate will allow for the benefits if Irish reunification to be set out especially the economic benefits. The latest academic research suggests that the island economy could benefit with a GDP increase of €35.6bn. It is in the interests of the whole island to see a united Ireland. Sinn Féin is committed to realising the vision in 1916 of a united Ireland where all the children of the nation are cherished equally.
Mary Lou McDonald Sinn Féin Dublin Central Yes Yes
Louise O'Reilly Sinn Féin Dublin Fingal Yes Yes
Eoin Ó Broin Sinn Féin Dublin Mid-West Yes Yes I believe the people have a right to decide on the issue of Irish unity and because I feel the time is right for a serious debate about the negative impacts of partition north and south and of the benefits of reunification. Irish unity makes social, economic and cultural sense. Post-Brexit it is also the only way to ensure that the negative social and economic impacts of a return of a hard border and avoided north and south.
Dessie Ellis Sinn Féin Dublin North-West Yes Yes I would like to see a border poll on both sides of the border, the time frame that would be needed to hold one might be beyond the term of this government especially if Fianna Fail collapse it. As a member of Sinn Féin I would support reunification and have always being active in calling for a united Ireland. As a lifelong Republican I believe that a united Ireland makes social, economic, political and cultural sense. 
Aengus Ó Snodaigh Sinn Féin Dublin South-Central Yes Other There is no need for a vote in this state, it's policy and constitutional to just have a vote in Northern Ireland.
Seán Crowe Sinn Féin Dublin South-West Yes Yes
Martin Ferris Sinn Féin Kerry Yes Yes
Brian Stanley Sinn Féin Laois Yes Yes Due to Brexit if the North is dragged out of the EU by England, then there will be two currencies and two political systems on the island and one part of Ireland in the EU and the other out of it. The island divided in three different ways such as this will have serious impact socially, economically and politically. Reunification would bring the opposite and more positive effects. As reunification would in the medium to longer term be better for the country.
Maurice Quinlivan Sinn Féin Limerick City Yes Yes As an Irish Republican I genuinely believe that a united Ireland is in the best interests of all our Citizens to me it makes common sense to have a border poll and to progress to a united Ireland. A united Ireland is one of the fundamental reasons I’m involved in politics.
Gerry Adams Sinn Féin Louth Yes Yes I firmly believe that building a united Ireland is in the interests of every Irish citizen, north and south, and offers the most sensible, prudent path to ensuring long-term prosperity, progress and equality for everyone on the island. We need to be planning for the future, not sustaining the mistakes of the past and partition, which has held back the economic and social potential of the country since the island was artificially divided. At present there are two states on this island, north and south, and three governments in Dublin, Belfast and London trying to run them. None of them can adequately prioritise the interests of all our citizens. For that, we need one integrated vision for the island. We would be better served by a united Ireland that delivers real democracy, by economies of scale in infrastructural development, by the elimination of service duplication in areas like health and education, and by the economic benefits that would ensue. Recent research (Hubner and Van Nieuwkoop, 2015) shows that Irish unity would result in significant long-term improvements in Ireland’s economy - concluding that Irish unity would result in a €35.6 billion boost during the first eight years of unification. Any neutral observer would easily come to the conclusion that there are no advantages for a small island nation, with 6.4 million inhabitants, on the edge of Europe having separate tax regimes and legal systems, competing economic development programmes, and back-to-back health and education systems. Your question presupposes that a referendum in the north would have to take place first, which isn’t necessarily the case. The Good Friday Agreement - itself endorsed by referenda held in both jurisdictions on the island on the same day - provides for concurrent referenda to be held, north and south, which may in fact be beneficial in facilitating a real, inclusive and constructive debate on the issue of Irish unity and the country’s future.
Imelda Munster Sinn Féin Louth Yes Yes It is of huge significance in building a case for the reunification of our country and it is long overdue. I would vote in support of the reunification of my country. As an Irish republican woman it is at the very core of my beliefs, my daily work and it is an integral part of everything I believe in and strive for.
Peadar Tóibín Sinn Féin Meath West Yes Yes To give a democratic chance to the people of the north to indicate their choice. To reduce duplication and therefore the cost of key public service delivery across the country. To reduce the barriers to enterprise on the island. To increase the market available to enterprise. To reduce the constraints on workers working on the island. To eliminate the border as a competitive advantage for criminals. To prevent smuggling. To create economies of scale in a host of areas such as the cost of the international marketing of Ireland as a tourism destination. To achieve the objectives of the 1916 and Proclamation.
Carol Nolan Sinn Féin Offaly Yes Yes Partition has impacted and stunted development on this island and has been an obstacle in terms of developing agriculture and tourism. It doesn't make sense to have two legal systems and two currencies on such a small island. Unity makes sense and would benefit all of the people of ths island.
Martin Kenny Sinn Féin Sligo-Leitrim Yes Yes
David Cullinane Sinn Féin Waterford Yes Yes Obviously as a republican of course I'd like to see a border poll. Now it's not a descision for me to make. That is up to the politicians in the Northern Ireland.
John Brady Sinn Féin Wicklow Yes Yes
Denise Mitchell Sinn Féin Dublin Bay North Yes Yes
Catherine Murphy Social Democrat Kildare North Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Róisín Shortall Social Democrats Dublin North-West Didn't answer Didn't answer 
Séamus Healy WUAG Tipperary Didn't answer Didn't answer 


