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Admiral of the Fleet The Lord Hill-Norton GCB 

The Lord Gilbert 
Minister of State 
~iinistry of Defence 
h'hiteball 
London S~HA :!HB 
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22 October, 19~7 

Th,·wk vou for vour Jet.tet· of 16 Octob~r <it took five days to 
get he~ell about my Question and Colonel Halt's Memo. It was 
good of you to take the trouble to reply. 

1. do not want to go on and on, but because yo u are neh to this 
p.3r·ticular matter l \vou ld like to put vou more fully in the 
~icture. Your officials, and thos~ (perhaps i}te same 
individuals) of the previous Administration, have sought to 
;:)retend that Col. Halt's repot·t was only about "unexplained 
l iqhts in t.h(:: sky", but. as [ said in my letter of :22 s~ptember 
it was about a good deal mo1·e than that. 

So that there is no possibility of further misunderstanding 
I attach a copy of t .h e .:Vlemo in full, a.nd I beg you to read it 
, -uun:.;el f. Frorn this vou will see that. he reported that an 
~nid~ntifled object br~ached CK Air Space and fanded in close 
prox.imity to the CS .lRAF Air Base. He gives c:onsiderable 
deta i 1 abo ut what happened at the time, and suhseqnent l y, 
together wlth physica l evidence of an intrusion. 

\l y position both privately and public ly expressed 
Last dozen years ur more, is that there are 
possibilities, either : 

over 
only 

t:i • i\n intrusion 
unid e ntified 
described. 

int.o 
craft 

our Air Space and a landing 
took pla(:e at Hend lesham, 

or 

the 
two 

by 
as 

b. The Deputy Commander of an operational, nuclear armed, 
US Air Force Base in England, and a large number of his 
enlisted men, were either hallucinating or lying. 
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Either of these simply must be ~of interest to the Ministrv 
of Defence~, which has been repeatedly denied , in precise!~ 
those t~rms. They, or words very like them, are used agai~ 
in your letter and I believe, in the light of the above~ you 
~auld not feel inclined to sign your name to them again. 

I could give you a great deal more evidence in similar vein, 
not only about this incident but about many others, but on 
this occasion I will spare you. I ought, however, in all 
fairness let vou know that the routine denials by the Minist*v 
- usually thi ubiquitous Ms Phillips - will very soon becom~ 
extremely damaging to its general credibility in this field. 
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