
The Houses of the Oireachtas Commission has approved the implementation of five 
measures which are designed to improve the security and reliability of Oireachtas 
ICT systems.  The measures are - 
 
1. An Acceptable Usage Policy (AUP) shall apply to the use of the Commission's ICT 

facilities by Members and their staff (Appendix 1); 

2. A footer/disclaimer shall be added to all outbound email memos originating from 

Commission email systems (Appendix 2); 

3. Size limits shall apply to email memos which may be sent from the Commission's email 

systems (Appendix 3); 

4. An Intrusion Detection & Prevention System (IDPS) shall be introduced (Appendix 4), 

and 

5. PixAlert, software which monitors Commission PCs and laptops for inappropriate 

images, shall be introduced (Appendix 5). 

More detailed information on each of the measures is provided in the numbered appendices. 
 
The Acceptable Usage Policy is now in force and applies to all usage of Oireachtas computer 
facilities, as it has already been approved by the Commission.  However, every person 
(including each member) who uses Oireachtas ICT facilities is required to sign and return a 
copy of the policy to the ICT Manager in Kildare House. 
 
The ICT Unit will implement the footer on outbound email memos and the size limits with 
effect from Wednesday 20th June. 
 
The Intrusion Detection and Prevention System and PixAlert software will be implemented 
over the next few months. 
 
The ICT Unit will arrange a series of information sessions in the AV Room in Leinster House 
2000– the dates and times of the first three sessions are below, and details of further session 
will be notified to members by the ICT Unit. 
 

 Thursday, 28th June: 9 to 10 hrs;.  

 Tuesday, 3rd July:  13:30 to 14:30 hrs; 

 Wednesday, 4th July  14:00 to 15:00 hrs. 
 
Members and their staff are strongly urged to attend one of these presentations. 
 



APPENDIX 1 

Acceptable Usage Policy 
 
 

Commission Decision. 

The Acceptable Usage Policy which follows  is adopted as the Commission’s policy and 

guidelines regarding members’ use of ICT facilities which are provided by the Commission. 

 

Background : 

Following a network and data security audit conducted by the Commission’s auditors, 

Mazars, the adoption of a policy which would include user guidelines was recommended by 

the Management Committee and the Commission.  That recommendation was accepted, and 

the ICT Unit asked to develop policy documents. 

 

Areas of the policy which may be of specific interest to members. 

 Password complexity - also for PDAs and smartphones connected to Oireachtas 

systems 

 Loss of local administrator rights 

 Logging of web traffic (not page content – data packets not inspected / copied) 

 Logging of email (not email content – data packets not inspected / copied) 

 Cessation of external email forwarding 

 

The ICT Unit will request all users of Commission equipment to sign a copy of the AUP.  

Signed copies should be returned to the ICT Manager Kildare House. 

  



 

Acceptable Usage Policy in respect of use of ICT facilities by 

members of the Houses of the Oireachtas and their staff  
 

 

Members of Dáil Éireann and Seanad Éireann and their staff receive a range of Information 

and Telecommunications services from the ICT Unit of the Houses of the Oireachtas Service.   

 

As inappropriate use of ICT facilities and services can impact significantly on the delivery of 

a high quality service for members as elected representatives, it is necessary to define 

acceptable use of such facilities. This document thus covers the use by members of Oireachtas 

ICT services including the Oireachtas computer network, PCs, laptops, Wi-Fi and internet 

connections, printers and phone systems. 

 

 

The acceptable use policy applies to: 

 

 All Deputies and Senators who use computers connected to the Oireachtas network. 

 

 All Oireachtas ICT equipment supplied to or accessed by members. 

 

 All Email messages, Email attachments and associated files as well as 

attachments/files or pictures, which are downloaded from the Internet on computers 

connected to the Oireachtas network. 

 

 Files stored on the PCs of Deputies and Senators, which are connected to the 

Oireachtas network, as well as files stored on Oireachtas servers. 

 

 Files loaded from memory sticks, CD or other similar media on to computers 

connected to the Oireachtas network. 

 

It is important to remember that the computer facilities (including email and the Internet) are 

provided by the Houses of the Oireachtas Service to members, their staff and party staff for 

the members’ (and parties’) representational and legislative duties and politically-related 

activities, and should be respected at all times.  It is important that network users ensure that 

the best personal and professional standards underpin their usage of these technologies, and 

that network users are aware of their rights and responsibilities in this regard. 

 



 

1. Acceptable usage: 

 

Use of Oireachtas ICT services must be appropriate to the performance of members' duties as 

elected representatives and is subject to applicable legislation. 

 

 

2. Hardware: 

 

The Oireachtas Service will provide computer hardware related to your official requirements 

in accordance with Oireachtas Commission standards. members and their staff must keep such 

issued hardware in good order and in a suitable environment. Assistance must be requested 

from the ICT Service Desk if the hardware has a fault. Unauthorised third parties must NOT 

service the equipment. 

 

 

 

3. How the ICT Unit protects the Oireachtas network: 

The Oireachtas Service uses several security systems and features to protect its ICT systems. 

These include - 

 automatic authentication of devices attached to the Oireachtas ICT network; 

 blockage of access to certain categories of websites; 

 antivirus, anti mal-ware and anti-phishing software; 

 multiple firewalls; 

 anti-spam and quarantine features; 

 encryption of all laptops, off-site desktop PCs and removable storage media; 

 seeking to enforce appropriate network and email password policies. 

 

In addition, the ICT Unit monitors traffic volumes and activity levels (without monitoring 

members’ data content) to ensure that adequate capacity is available, and to ensure that no 

data surge or mail storm damages Oireachtas systems. This includes email and internet 

activity. Security systems automatically monitor network activity to determine any unusual 

events that might pose a threat to the network. 

 

 

4. How members can protect themselves and their colleagues: 

 

Much of the political data entered by system users is confidential or sensitive, and some may 

be ‘sensitive personal data’, as defined in the Data Protection Acts.  Accordingly, all system 

users should be aware of the necessity not to inadvertently disclose such information to third 

parties.   

 

Members (and their staff) should not: 

  

 Share passwords with ANYONE (If it is necessary to do so with an Oireachtas 

approved engineer fixing the PC, the password should be reset immediately following 

the repair.  If you share your PC with another person, you should each have and use 

your own logon credentials and email accounts); 

 Read other users’ email, or other material without their express permission; 



 Lend out any part (e.g. USB keys, hard drives, laptops or other portable media) to 

third parties; 

 Write passwords down and leave them or store them in a manner that can be easily 

associated with the device; 

 Leave storage media lying around unattended; 

 Open suspect email or suspect attachments; 

 Burn sensitive documents to unencrypted disks or otherwise transport them in 

unencrypted form (e.g. memory sticks, portable hard drives, etc.), even within the 

Oireachtas complex; 

 Attach non-Oireachtas devices to Oireachtas systems (e.g. Unencrypted USB devices 

such as memory sticks, hard drives, etc.), and should generally avoid the use of 

unencrypted portable media; 

 Open sensitive documents on unsecured PCs. 

 

Members (and their staff) should: 

 

 Secure the environment in which systems are stored or operated; 

 Lock their laptops and PCs when unattended (press Ctrl-Alt-Delete together and press 

return); 

 Invoke the timed auto-lock on their laptops and PCs; 

 Use lockable security cables when appropriate; 

 Use strong passwords containing 3 or 4 character types (upper case, lower case, 

symbols and numbers), but NOT names, personal (and easily guessed) information; 

 

(For assistance in creating a strong password, see 

  http://www.microsoft.com/protect/fraud/passwords/create.aspx 

 

If you wish to ‘measure’ the strength of your password, you can do so at Microsoft’s 

password checker at  

http://www.microsoft.com/protect/yourself/password/checker.mspx ) 

 

 Change passwords regularly – at least once a month. (The ICT Service Desk can 

assist); 

 Ensure that all data stored outside the Oireachtas campus is securely stored on 

encrypted media; 

 Shred CDs and other data disks when no longer required (do not throw intact into bin); 

 Treat data printed from the computer with due care; 

 Attach a footnote to their emails detailing the responsibilities of recipients and an 

appropriate caution on the email content. 

 

 

5. Network resources: 

 

Network resources such as storage space and capacity to carry traffic are not unlimited.  Your 

time and that of your colleagues is the most valuable resource available to Deputies and 

Senators.  Staff must ensure that they do not waste their own or their colleagues’ time or the 

network resources: 

  

Members (and their staff) should not: 

http://www.microsoft.com/protect/fraud/passwords/create.aspx
http://www.microsoft.com/protect/yourself/password/checker.mspx


 

 Store personal material not connected to the purpose of membership of the Houses of 

the Oireachtas on the ICT network; 

 Play computer games; 

 Participate in mass non-business related mailings such as chain letters; 

  Upload, download, use, retain, distribute, create or access any electronic 

materials, including emails, documents, images, text, or software which: 

o might overload, damage, affect, or have the potential to affect the performance of 

Oireachtas ICT systems, networks and/or external communications in any way; 

o may be in breach of copyright and/or licence provisions; 

o might gain access to restricted or unauthorised areas of the network, websites or 

other hacking activities; 

o could be threatening, slanderous, abusive, indecent, obscene, racist, illegal or 

offensive; 

o might be considered Spam by other users of the Oireachtas network, e.g. 

indiscriminate emails.  

 

 

6. Usage of Oireachtas Email system: 

 

Email is a vital tool in the work of members.  

 

Email users should be aware that Email messages which have been sent to others can: 

 

o potentially be forwarded by recipients to other users of the email system; 

o be printed and ultimately read by anyone who sees the printed message; 

o be inadvertently addressed to an individual other than the intended recipient; 

o be potentially accessed by others if PCs are left unattended; 

o be subject to FOI (Freedom of Information). 

 

Therefore, an email message cannot be guaranteed privacy.  In particular, email messages 

which are sent to addresses outside the government network are transmitted over public 

networks, and the Oireachtas has no control over what happens to them when they leave the 

Oireachtas, or over what route they take to reach their ultimate destination.  For this reason, 

you should not send anything sensitive or confidential by email. 

 

Should you have no choice but to send such material by email, you must save the content in a 

file attachment (e.g. using Word, Excel etc.) which must then be encrypted using the software 

tool provided before transmission. The password to be used to access the document should be 

sent to the recipient by a different communications medium (e.g. by phone), and must NOT 

travel with the email. 

 

Email messages almost always arrive quickly, but because they are often carried across public 

networks, they are occasionally delayed.  For this reason, if a message is urgent, you should 

always follow up by telephoning the intended recipient to ensure that it has been received. 

 

Members (and their staff) should not: 

 

 Use the system to request, store or transmit material that could be construed as being 

harassing, abusive, threatening, harmful, vulgar, pornographic, obscene or invasive of 



another’s privacy or has the potential to fall into the above mentioned categories; 

 Ensure that the email system is not used as an archive or file storage system.  The 

storage of emails and attachments on the mail server imposes a heavy performance 

overhead.  It is recommended that redundant email messages should be deleted.  

Memos which may be required in the longer term should be copied to a Word file and 

archived there; 

 Reply to unsolicited emails or click on a “click” here to unsubscribe” link, as such 

links are almost invariably a method of validating email addresses which were 

randomly generated by computer; 

 Send unsolicited mass emails to broad Oireachtas email user groupings: 

o promoting viewpoints or opinions,  

o advertising events, products or services; OR 

o other messages unrelated to their duties in the Oireachtas (including “Junk 

email” and “chain letters”). 

 

Members (and their staff) should: 

 

 Ensure that the email system provided by the Houses of the Oireachtas Service is only 

used for business related activities; 

 Ensure that all “Virus” warnings received from ICT Unit are read carefully and acted 

upon.  It is particularly important to ensure that “inappropriate” or “suspicious” file 

attachments are not detached or stored to hard disk.  File attachments with the 

following file extensions should not be launched:  .exe, .zip, .scr, .pif, .com, ;vbs, .bas, 

.ink, .class, .ocx, .bat.  This is not an exhaustive list.  Any email or attachment received 

from an unknown outside individual/organisation should be treated with caution 

especially if it is unsolicited, or is obviously a marketing ploy; 

 Ensure that where an email is received which you deem to be inappropriate, offensive 

or illegal that you take note of the origin of the email and any relevant details in 

relation to why it is inappropriate, offensive or illegal.  The matter should be reported 

immediately to the ICT Unit; 

 Report all spam by forwarding it to the “spam report” Oireachtas email address. 

 

Members’ and parties’ staff should note that Oireachtas computer equipment and services are 

provided to Members / parties in order to support them in their parliamentary duties.  While 

staff may use the equipment for reasonable personal purposes, the equipment is assigned to 

the members / parties, and they retain a right of access to data stored on it, or in server shares 

or email accounts, or back-up copies of those data, created for the use of their staff, at any 

time.  Accordingly, all data stored on Oireachtas computer systems, including data which you 

might expect to be confidential to you, can be requested by the member / party at any time, 

and the ICT Unit will facilitate access to all such information if so requested.  

 



 

7. Internet usage: 

 

The internet is a vital tool in the work of members.  

 

Members (and their staff) while using Oireachtas ICT systems should not: 

 

 Use the internet for any unlawful purpose; 

 Visit internet sites that contain obscene, pornographic, sexist, racist or other 

objectionable material; 

 Use the internet for commercial gain or profit; 

 Download any software from the internet; 

 

 

8. Non-Oireachtas devices:  

 

The attachment of non-Oireachtas issued devices to the Oireachtas ICT network is facilitated 

through use of the secure WiFi system installed in the Leinster House complex. The 

attachment of any other devices is counter to the Oireachtas ICT security policy and will be 

blocked by the Oireachtas IT Network. 

 

9. Non-Oireachtas software; 

 

Unofficial software should not be loaded on to Oireachtas issued equipment, whether licensed 

or not. Some software amends critical aspects of a computer’s internal management software. 

This can adversely affect the computer's performance and anything it is attached to (e.g. the 

Oireachtas ICT network). Such software may be removed from Oireachtas computers without 

notice where ICT support becomes aware of it.  Computers which contain such software may 

be disconnected from the Oireachtas network by the Oireachtas ICT network security 

systems. This applies to computers used within the Leinster House complex and those used at 

remote sites which are connected to Oireachtas networks. 

 

 

10. Members’ staff:  

  

In addition to the above, members’ staff should be aware that: 

 

Oireachtas computer equipment is issued to members in order to support them in their 

parliamentary duties, and is not issued to members’ staff.  While staff may use the equipment 

for reasonable personal purposes, the equipment is assigned to the members, and they retain a 

right of access to data stored on it, or in server shares created for the use of their staff, at any 

time.  Accordingly, all data stored on the computer, including data which staff might expect to 

be confidential, can be requested by the Member, and the ICT Unit will facilitate access to all 

such information if so requested. 



 

11. Data protection obligations: 

  

All use of Oireachtas ICT facilities should comply with the Data Protection Acts 1988 & 2003 

and members’ own Data Protection obligations. 

 

Members are Data Controllers within the meaning of these Acts 

 

In summary, members and their staff must comply with the eight basic principles of data 

protection legislation 

a) Obtain and process the information fairly 

b) Keep it only for one or more specified and lawful purposes 

c) Process it only in ways compatible with the original purposes  

d) Keep it safe and secure  

e) Keep it accurate and up-to-date  

f) Ensure that it is adequate, relevant and not excessive  

g) Retain it no longer than is necessary for the specified purpose  

h) Give to any individual a copy of their own personal data, on request. 

 

For further information on data protection responsibilities, please see www.dataprotection.ie 

or contact the Office of the Data Protection Commissioner.  

 

Members are advised to obtain a non-disclosure agreement from all third parties (e.g. non-

Oireachtas contractors), who may require access to their data. 

 

Members must inform the ICT Unit (Service Desk) when their access requirements need to be 

changed (e.g. where Member's staff relocate or leave their position). 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

I have read the foregoing acceptable usage policy (AUP) and agree to take all reasonable steps 

to ensure that my staff and I use Oireachtas ICT equipment and systems in accordance with it. 

 

Member’s Name: _____________________ Date:  ____________________ 

 

Signature:  ____________________ 

 

I have read the foregoing acceptable usage policy (AUP) and agree to take all reasonable steps 

to ensure that my use of Oireachtas ICT equipment and systems is in accordance with it. 

 

Staff Name:  _____________________ Date: ____________________ 

 

Signature:  ____________________ 

http://www.dataprotection.ie/


APPENDIX 2 
Email footers 

Commission Decision: 

To attach a footer to every outbound email memo originating from the Commission’s email 

systems. 

 

Background : 

 

If the Commission or a member was sued arising from the contents of an e-mail, it is not 

certain whether an email disclaimer will protect from liability in a court. However, it will 

certainly help the case and in some situations might exempt the plaintiff from liability. More 

importantly, it may well prevent the actual occurrence of legal action against the Commission 

or a member since the mere presence of the statement might deter legal action.   The use of 

disclaimers is always recommended. Disclaimers can help protect against: 

 Breach of confidentiality 

 Accidental breach of confidentiality 

 Transmission of viruses 

 Entering into contracts 

 Negligent misstatement 

 Employer's liability 

 

Apart from deterring legal action, disclaimers also demonstrate awareness and 

professionalism to members’ correspondents. 

 

Wording of the disclaimer –to appear on a page on the Oireachtas web-site in Irish and in 

English: 

 

“Oireachtas email policy and disclaimer. 

Beartas ríomhphoist an Oireachtais agus séanadh. 

 

Email memos and any attached files transmitted  from the email system of the Houses of the 

|Oireachtas Commission are intended solely for the addressee. They may contain confidential 

and/or privileged material. Any review, re-transmission, dissemination or other use of, or 

taking of any action in reliance upon this information by persons or entities, other than the 

intended recipient, is prohibited. 

If you have received an email memo in error, please contact the sender and delete the material 

from all computers and storage devices. 

No contract is created or implied by email memos originating from the email system of the 

Houses of the Oireachtas Commission. 

Views expressed in this memo or in attachments thereto are not necessarily those of the 

Houses of the Oireachtas Commission. 

It is the policy of the Houses of the Oireachtas Commission to disallow the sending of 

offensive material and should you consider that the material contained in a message 

originating in the Oireachtas is offensive you should in the first instance contact the sender.  

Thereafter, if necessary, you may forward a copy of the email memo to abuse@oireachtas.ie 

Email memos are checked for viruses before transmission to external networks, but no 

liability is accepted for any damage caused by any virus transmitted by this email memo. 

 

 



 

Is chuig an seolaí amháin a bheartaítear meamraim ríomhphoist agus aon chomhaid 

cheangailte a tharchuirtear ó chóras ríomhphoist Choimisiún Thithe an Oireachtais.  

D’fhéadfadh ábhar atá faoi rún agus/nó faoi phribhléid a bheith ar áireamh ann. Toirmisctear 

ar dhaoine nó ar eintitis, seachas an faighteoir beartaithe, an fhaisnéis seo a athbhreithniú, a 

atarchur, a scaipeadh ná a úsáid ar shlí eile, ná aon ghníomh a dhéanamh ar iontaobh na 

faisnéise seo.  

Má fuair tú meamram ríomhphoist trí dhearmad, déan teagmháil leis an seoltóir, le do thoil, 

agus scrios an t-ábhar ó gach ríomhaire agus feiste stórála. 

Ní dhéantar aon chonradh a chruthú ná a fhágáil intuigthe le meamraim ríomhphoist a thagann 

ó chóras ríomhphoist Choimisiún Thithe an Oireachtais. 

Ní gá gurb iad tuairimí Choimisiún Thithe an Oireachtais iad na tuairimí a chuirtear in iúl sa 

mheamram seo ná sna ceangaltáin a ghabhann leis. 

De réir bheartas Choimisiún Thithe an Oireachtais, ní ceadmhach ábhar colúil a chur agus, 

más dóigh leat go bhfuil an t-ábhar atá i dteachtaireacht a thagann ón Oireachtas colúil, is cóir 

duit, ar an gcéad ásc, teagmháil a dhéanamh leis an seoltóir. Más gá, dá éis sin, is féidir leat 

cóip den mheamram ríomhphoist a chur ar aghaidh chuig abuse@oireachtas.ie. 

Seiceáiltear meamraim ríomhphoist i gcomhair víreas sula dtarchuirtear iad chuig líonraí 

seachtracha, ach ní ghlactar le haon dliteanas i leith aon damáiste a dhéanfaidh aon víreas a 

tarchuireadh leis an meamram ríomhphoist seo. “ 

 

 

Wording to appear at the bottom of each email memo in the form of a link to the web page 

 

Oireachtas email policy and disclaimer. 



APPENDIX 3 
Limits on size of email memos 

 
 

Commission Decision: 

 

To introduce  limits on the size of outbound email memos.  The approved initial limits are 

  

 Single memo addressed to single or multiple recipients – cumulative size of 20 MB – 

result is memo is delayed and transmitted after 22:00 hrs. 

 Single memo addressed to single or multiple recipients – cumulative size of 50 MB – 

result is memo is deleted from email systems and sender is notified of transmission 

failure. 

 

ICT Unit will closely monitor implementation of these limits, and may modify them if serious 

problems arise. 

 

Background : 

There have been several occasions when internal mail servers have collapsed because one 

person has sent a memo to all other internal email accounts – typically a collapse occurs when 

the memo transmitted contains a large attachment, e.g.  if an email memo containing 100 

photos is sent to a large group of recipients, this may block our email gateways (email 

connection to the external world) and cause a system crash.  

 

The same limits will also apply to the mail servers used by civil servants in the Oireachtas. 

 

A standard one page memo, sent by email, uses less than 3 kilobytes of data.  The initial  

limits are extremely generous, and for context, they compare as follows 

 

 20 MB is the equivalent of  6,667 standard 3 kilobyte memos, or approximately 4 

typical photographs 

 50 MB is the equivalent of 16,667 standard 3 kilobyte memos. or approximately 10 

typical photographs 

  

ICT Unit will be able to release memos which are blocked – thus any legitimate memos which 

might be blocked on grounds of size can be released and their transmission monitored to 

ensure that no system crash occurs. 

 

The Helpdesk will receive hourly notifications of blocked email memos, and can release 

memos.  Helpdesk staff will not be able to view / copy the content of blocked memos 

 

 



APPENDIX 4 
Intrusion Detection and Prevention System 

(IDPS) 
 
Commission Decision: 

To implement an Intrusion Detection and Prevention System (IDPS) 

 

Background  

Arising from the audit of data and network security, it was decided to adopt a programme of 

security enhancements.  That programme includes the introduction of an IDPS.  IDP systems 

establish a baseline over a period of several weeks, and then use that baseline as a definition 

of ‘normal’.  The baselining exercise will monitor such events as the connection and 

disconnection of devices to the network, typical traffic volumes in each area (without 

monitoring individual users’ data) and thus establish ‘norms’ against which future activity can 

be measured. 

 

IDP systems ensure that data traffic either from outside networks (e.g. Internet) or from 

attached authenticated devices does not pose a threat to the network and its users.  Members 

should note that after the baseline has been established, only suspicious events are logged by 

the IDP systems.. 
 

Technical detail 

802.1x is about authenticating the device that is trying to attach to our network 

(legitimate devices are be governed by an Acceptable Usage Policy - see Appendix 1). 

Intrusion Detection and Prevention systems are about ensuring that data traffic 

either from outside networks (e.g. Internet) or from attached authenticated devices 

(where they have been compromised, e.g. by breach of AUP), do not pose a threat to the 

network and its users (members). 

Logging occurs only for suspicious traffic (non- malicious traffic is NOT logged). 

Two methods of detection: External gateway detection and host based detection. 

External gateway detection: Any logging implemented on the external gateway policy 

could potentially identify an individual through their IP address, however the logging and 

the filtering is only concerned with matching known attack signatures and cannot be used 

to identify user activity or identify data contained within the user session. 

Host base detection: The event logging associated with the Host IDPS solution is 

comparable to the event logging associated with the Gateway IDPS. The logging 

requirement is associated with providing the IDPS system the ability to identify known 

attacks and block/prevent them. However, in the case of the Host IDPS solution, it may 

also be possible to identify the actual activity of an individual member as all logging 

information generated by the host IDPS solution would generally include details of the 

computer name associated with the event. The computer name can easily be associated 

with an individual. This is in contrast to the Gateway IDPS solution which generates log 

events associated with an IP address. 

As the host IDPS solution is still in pilot testing the exact details of the logging and the 

options available in relation to logging are still being investigated. 

Traffic that is deemed as suspicious is determined by what we define as normal traffic. 

Normal traffic is determined by base-lining prior to implementation and subsequent 

tweaking by an administrator. 



Base-lining tries to determine normal traffic prior to implementation 

Tweaking is done on an ongoing basis and is used buy an administrator to minimise 

False Negatives and False Positives. 

False Negatives are where an intrusion detection and prevention technology fails to 

identify malicious activity as being such . 

False Positives are where an intrusion detection and prevention technology incorrectly 

identifies benign activity as being malicious. 



APPENDIX 5 
PixAlert 

 
 

Commission Decision: 

To apply PixAlert software to the PCs and laptops of members of both Houses. 

 

Background : 

PixAlert is PC-based software that monitors on-screen images and looks for inappropriate 

material – typically indicated by certain ‘flesh tones’. 

 

When the software identifies an image which it believes might be inappropriate, it sends a 

copy of the image to a central server on the Oireachtas network, where Party Admins can 

review it. 

 

Party / Group Administrators are the reviewers for all computers issued to party / group staff. 

 

Implementation of this measure will help to provide members and their staff with protection 

against any future allegations that they have been using the internet inappropriately. 

 

 


